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Abstract

The present paper aims to determine the position of the Q-particle ‘aya’ in Persian within
the Minimalist framework (e.g. Chomsky, 1995, 2001). To this end, first, evidence is
provided against the idea that the Q-particle ‘aya’ is in the head of the Complementizer
Phrase (CP) (Lotfi, 2000; 2003). Then, the paper employs some pieces of evidence
including the different distributional behavior of ‘aya’ compared to the mood markers, their
co-occurrence in the sentence, the hierarchical position of the negation marker as well as the
interaction of the modality and mood to argue against the hypothesis that assigns ‘aya’ to
the Mood Phrase (MoodP) (Raghibdoust, 1993). Following that, it is proposed that ‘aya’ is
placed, by external merge, in the head of the Interrogative Phrase (IntP), aiming to check
and value the unvalued [Q] feature on this head, satisfy the requirements of the linear order
of Persian, and derive the interrogative interpretation of the clause.
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1. Topic Phrase (TopP)
2. interrogative phrase
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1. quantificational
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1. P. Hagstrom

2. H. Willson

3. Doubly-Filled COMP filter
4. Marshallese
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21) Herman e-n  (ke) bajjik (ke) kommon (ke) pade eo (ke) n#an ir (ke)?
H-3S-should Q just Q make Q party DET.S Q for 3PL Q
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22) Maria decfa/preguntaba que si no debie'ramos dejarlas  en paz.
Mary was saying/was asking that if not should(l-p) leave them in peace
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23) Me preguntaron (que) si tus amigos ya te visitaron en Granada.
They asked me whether your friends had already visited you in Granada.
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1. S. Plann
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24) a. Credo che a Gianni, avrebbero dovuto dirgli la verita
‘I believe that to Gianni, they should have said the truth to him’

‘.M&@%A{\)@b,\ipécm’

b. * Credo, a Gianni, che avrebbero dovuto dirgli la verita
‘I believe, to Gianni, that they should have said the truth to him’

‘.M&@%A{\)@b,\ipécm’

25) a. Non so se, a Gianni, avrebbero potuto dirgli la verita
‘I don’t know if to Gianni, they could have said the truth’

LS Sl b S a5 e T oS il

b. Non so, a Gianni, se avrebbero potuto dirgli la verita
‘I don’t know, to Gianni, if they could have said the truth’
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26) Ik vraag me af wie of dat er morgen komt.
I wonder who if that there tomorrow comes
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27) Ranjit [Chitra monawa Kieuwa da-nzedds kiyola] do danne?
Ranjit Chitrawhat read whether that Q know-E
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1. H. Koopman
2. Sinhala

3. H. Kishimoto
4. G. Soare
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