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Abstract

The aim of this research is to study Persian discourse markers in Azerbaijani speakers’
speech. Data was collected from Azerbaijani speakers’ conversations over 18 hours in
Ardabil. Investigating data shows that Persian discourse markers," xob, be har hal, yani,
vali, belaxare, aslon, vaqean, kolon, vallah, masalan, xolase, be xatere, albate, be qoli, ama,
dorhalike.bad. ¢On. dagiqon. darvage are used in Azerbaijani conversations. They take
place in different positions in a sentence with various discourse functions. The reasons of
these substitutions are multifunctionality, lack of equivalents and simplicity of Persian
discourse markers. Data analysis based on linguistic and non-linguistic criteria of
borrowing/code-switching differentiation shows that the majority of Persian discourse
markers have been borrowed by Azerbaijani and some of them appear as code-switched
elements in bilinguals’ speech. The findings are in line with Myers-Scotton’s view
describing borrowing/code-switching continuum as a mechanism for accomplishment of
borrowing process.
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