Res. article

Role of Information Structure in Using Multiple Argument
Realizations in Persian

Bahareh Behmardi Sharifabad'®, Ali Afkhami?
1- Ph.D. Student of Linguistics, Department of Linguistics, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
2- Professor of Linguistics, Department of Linguistics, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Received: 2020/26/12 Accepted: 2021/18/05

Abstract

Mostly, several formal structures could be used to express a specific proposition. In fact,
under different communicative circumstances, speakers choose a grammatical structure
among different ones with the same proposition to express their idea. Different factors could
affect such choice and in this research, we examine whether information structure has any
effect on this matter. Generally, information structure focuses on studying paired sentences
which are semantically identical, but not grammatically or pragmatically. One kind is
multiple argument realization, in which a verb appears with its arguments in diverse formal
structures with a single meaning. Therefore, we have analyzed some multiple argument
realizations of two argument verbs in Persian based on the theory of information structure
introduced by Lambrecht (1994). The data consisting of around 150 sentences in 50 multiple
realizations, have been collected from a few Iranian newspapers and then studied in
accordance with the mental states of the interlocutors and pragmatic relations, topic and
focus. The analysis showed that the mental representation of discourse referents, pragmatic
articulation of sentences along with different focus structures have an impact on shaping and
using this kind of realization. Moreover, it has been found that processes such as preposition
and topic promotion play an important role in this matter.

Keywords: information structure, identifiability, topic, focus structure, multiple argument
realization.

Citation: Behmardi Sharifabad, B., Afkhami, A. (2021). Role of Information Structure in Using
Multiple Argument Realizations in Persian. Research in Western Iranian Languages and Dialects, 9 (33),
19-42. (In Persian)

P<

b.behmardi28@gmail.com


https://jlw.razi.ac.ir/

‘;:.AJ};: e

B Ob) 53 sl b e 2leill 6,8 e o @&‘ Sl J& )

T e Eslich b 65 e o)le
(s l2 0L 05,8 sl =Y 01l 0 O oSty ¢ Glasl p sl 5 losl SusTasls ¢ SRes liB0LS (6585 g gl )

Q‘J._'_\ cu“).gﬁ c;)b.@ﬁ a&i}\: ch.u‘ r_,i.@ 9 QL:»:l SA s

Ve YYA G pd VARV ST I

o K>

Slome b b3 S pdior 3 W15 o (B Camdn a5 aiia 35S SG Oly 8l Jpene sk & Oy S
G st Dl Ragsy da S G Sl s Ml Sl e S 1 S Ol lesl S
Sl line Blowd 5148 0 55 et glaaler dglie (55, DBl ol ol 301 ol s belye ol 31 (S
L et O 3 a8 oo stimte o350 plaiil plbalar o 51 (6146 pad titens Sosline it lds p)S 5 (650 i
oz A L e ool s sy onl 3 el e ol LSS lolS sline b slite SL5 slacatle 53 Jilag 55
S 5 s i bl 0T 1 ek g o) 0L 53 alesil ¢35 ol G5 B s @U" e
Glaaslsss slepdas 05 5l ol b e Laassad dial 3 it aalllas (1498) &S al &l 55 5 (Y00 0)
-l d—;t:_.:;f_)\s Llgyangaz g baised (00) 53 55m g0 e (V04) e (il lew\),.ns Js eVl s
I8 5 (5 iy a5 Ol o8 Jiols 0L ond oS S o 5 4525 oIS slaGilbas plaisl Sinds 5 05
Open bl b U5 e SIS 36 e b s aladil sl s G5S Ctla g 5 i sladhias 03

A edalie il g5 ol 5 e ) 5 (g3l

Slxe j},\a}n ;}il’“"‘)b ;d‘yls ool Ll-)x:nﬂ qﬁﬂ..l:vu.a.?uﬂ LC%\ ol ‘Aaj‘j.\zls

O 3 s o s slaill S B s C)Ua\ Cotle J& g (WYAQ) e ¢ osdl o)l gzljuuﬂ 83 o 3L
AYN V) DLl 8 sl i 55 5 Lol lellls dolilas . oy

b.behmardi28@gmail.com =


https://jlw.razi.ac.ir/

Voo QL:«-.»U Al BJLQ.«.:«': cr.e_.» ;)}Qcolﬁ‘ uf&bﬂﬁ;b&gb) CJLQJUQA ;AL.L.@/Y'

4l —\
Sy e izl Sladllas a5 35 V5 b gl abor 53 "0l ol o
O smad (630 ate QLwlliOl) a3 & 3550 o)l gan C}Ua\ ool (YVY ang cvw[.fj:ﬁ> 33 8 5L
S 035 (1888) 8 W 0480 N o5l ((VAAE) T8, (VA F s (18 W) Tl
oS 5 oslite valin 3 ol i a3 5 Lles S ) | OF slie U3 slas Sass LSS
oy OILl Cotla o S 015 e S 5 b 4 Bl e S = e oSBT ol b alal s 4l
LS an Lol s Laadesr o5 &S o ooy 1 I SUS13 L L5 slacdl 5 e ol oy
L

S Gl bl slacomise 5 Laader (6550 Corlo oo dal, 5l il o 5 S oo
5 0L s 3l i e | OBl sl 1S e L0 IS & 0T 53 S3ler
O 53 a8 5,8 o 5o alam 52 S5l iy 5 alar (630 bl 3 oS s ks 42|
Ol s ) s S35 slacatle LB 53 )l mls nsphe aleisl U "lae 1S
03 5Solta pas Candy bl g OIS s S 5l gy placsle oo e tlgd e
Sl 5k cal 5 (0T NAAE (S ) Wpd e end 5 5 630 IS 4 (B ke OIS L
ol Gley 5 cblee (Oldon 5 Al Camd s 8)Ly0 20 Sl B bl 5ol S 8
30 65055 Ol sl eals Dl 53 a8 ey glacsle Ol Sl Gl cole G kSl
Sl b ST 0l s ebl a5 (Ssr 5 ahor st 41 55 o83 30 S 4 3 ka0
Sl bty G ol s S esg Sl e g Sl SLlEOL; e s i Slallas
25b e a0

e Qi S Sy 3 S (sl kol Jole 51 S S S a0 (V0 8) S 5 5l

. information structure

. J. Firbas

. M. A. K. Halliday

. E. Prince

. T. Givon

. E. Vallduvi

. K. Lambrecht

. propositions

. lexico-grammatical

0. G. Ward & B. Birner

P OO ~NOUIThWN P



YV sl 05 53 30Aaze 235 50 oS3l (6 S S L3 OBl ol 285 )

ol m Laadil ol ol s il 5 sl JkiSesl o SOl glaail> 55 (ol
dile sy 5 dias e 1) LSl ol Cobls w5 etiS o 50Ul ol g (gl |y OleaiS
3 s i )55 0k 58 805 (e 1S oL, s bl ) SlatiS obie O3 wx jee
L o)) 3S5 S 0ys ke ol oMB] Cansy b A s eslinud | (6 g b ylazel (gla bt L
O S 353 e sl °-*—'~w§/31¢—wﬁe bl 51 Sl (s 1S (518 LS
25wl Ol eS|

cotlw s GLS3ls alilias o BLST 555 555 Aadllas 3 (Y00 0) "5l d, 00 5 op s
ot o e 5 S o oz o DD sty 4y by e DSl 555055 0 5 5s
Lesl o3 dils (2 o pdsm aladil slaay 35 31 G pa bl s ala glaosl 035 5 95U
sl ol s liine S lugstial Opman ol b S a8 e oL
Laoslw oslime 5 opline o 5 el dinalar hae G Ll 15 53 i Opky 45 Ao
L

a8l sl 5 5o (s Sl 3l sl L3 5 Sl e (WWAT) e
P W I W I P JUp g g i B [ B DA PP R P21
I e SIS el e oMbl el b3l s oslite sl sl (ol 0538 skt
Lo oLy ooDl ol il (s 05,5 sl b abom 0L o * 55 4S5 85 copiman
545 Oa meme b i pdy e 25 gLadas 5 ool 0518 - e Ll sl
DS o 3 e ol s o (5ol i il e Al 4SS LT il s sladdias
sald 530S0 Glaian iy 5 leb ae Gladlhas iy oS Liea sles 5 Lio G, o
(D 5 Jlsbaras (JL33) (i aw slame (YOY AYAN) sde Ly s IS & 0518
L ool a0 45 S o b 655 (e L WeBlas 035 JBb Cands 55055 &S el

S e Sl 3o Oloa 5l i 51 Jad SelS olie 33l oa Sk g ol & 1y I S Ol e

. non-canonical syntactic constructions
. B. Levin & M. Rappaport Hovav

. clefting

. focal stress

. identifiable

. non-identifiable

. semi-active

~NOoO O WN -



Voo QL:«-.»U Al BJLQ.«.:«': cr.e_.» ;)}Qcolﬁ‘ uf&bﬂﬁ;b&gb) CJLQJUQA ;AL.L.@/YY

Al e Al e ol 3 S Anes i

o 3 ol Candge 534S ol ol s MBI b s 55 e 5505k (YAY) (5858
S 5 L sL5 o s bl T s oS sl b Gl e ok
58 e b aer 5 sl Bl el & e ladely S el 03 S (55 i enlrall
53 oo e 5 Ol al0ls 4 Bl ot Eobie i35l ps) S il LS skl s 44
Sl Slas o Bl o e 515 o 83 53 B30 o] 2 B0 55
A5 am ol (S o 85 3 Bl s o brall So 50 M5 @ e Do 85 53 0 R
sl aa il p i R L e 5 BN gl e e el D) il by oL
Al 5L bl st (g5

5 (oo /l;ijT» ol 95 e pled asell Gl paly s aallle 53 (VYWAY) esli b
=93 5 545 A3 Lol s Ol oo Ly (Jsl ool oo S )1 o)l OL5 53 ( sgme /o slno
SIS0, o5, 8 Sleslinl 5 adom ol it b ol o3V 55 o 60 IS 4y diasn L 1
L s 35 a5 o OBl Ol e Sl o5 5 (6l ol paloa 1 s 658 (k)
5,5 0lo |y (s e U,“JTU_Q& JECCS U IS o35 05,5 &l 5 s 3L s 4 s o
[03 5 e adazr Slans a5 O3 1y (OAD) b Ol Sheel p 0s58 (VY YAY eslyend)
Oe=slo) 9 (s by el e 95 dle (] el e Loz Sy ol S Jds (el
AVE AYVAY oslienb) (ol s,

oS el i el 1 e g g0 50 i 5 s Ols Al (ITAY) ol 5 ol =
Cmrs Sy gl s 5 3503 ol il o 5 g0 51 2y 4S Bl 5 038 ey sl 0L L3
i oddgillhie 3w 055 43 55 05 L 05 Lo 3550 Ol &S Dy 50 (i (s
(ol 05380 AL e KI5 s Olgee 355 o0 ol O 534S e & a5 e UL
s g 0 LS Sy L Taline (S5 dy e laollr dan 3 oS Wl sl

L;)Lw\.x:.,aij_%jQ&\L@&céwdﬁwngw@dbsQJAS@M@J_.,

1. propositional meaning

2. analytical

3. inchoative

4. topicality presupposition

5. the topic acceptability scale



VYV sl 05 53 30Aaze 235 50 oS3l (6 S S L3 OBl ol 28 )

S b el Gl 03 xBlons o pdi e S 5 55 Caesdge 3 s Jlaiml 4 050 0 S
Lol s 0l s ss3labinn 5 5 ol 05 (5T as o 50 il il &
b Jlsberag 5 JLss slaghiae & S o Dol 655 s 1 S el Asas s ) bt
sdidulin S 5LS slassle |y b aseis 5 Js 8 sladllas 5 sddsilultue slas sl
--’“):gu‘ A3

i Jmd SE5ls sla S5y sy else a5 as e OLES (WAL Olieps as S 5 ol
Jeslss ol ader 51aS o il o Csls 53 OF S0 5 ad s 5090 Sl il 33
248 olaallinls fls 5 o sbe b Slaesla (Jab Glag sl e alne Sy 4 U5 s
= e dhnd 0,8 51 SV sk L e 605 0Lk s Jolas s ilaie O gad3L plas
WLl a5 Gl Sl ales

S5 AS = e Jolse 1 5 dalllan |y s 5 s b Jpnie Slasls (Y410) o )
5 e Sl Ma 1 g 58l 4 ol ditne sl ool 03 5 oy s a3l esliad s 1
Jynin osls Aallan s 55 1 ala lassle 035 5 bl ol 4 by e Sl Se il s
308 3 e Bl S s Jol 45 L iaman (95 28 s s 6
S o ol e gl 1S

LS 0L e Bl ot Loay a3 51 oS 5 51 (S b (T V) T 50 5 o g5
Slsssal i 5" alslsdka b GLOL) G ibn OVs a8 s ol Llos S ) 1y
I ol a0 (glas Sy ol gy ol i sl daly o ol S jane
iz S5 sl s kil b7 xS sl bl el Bl

03,5 iyt 1y b 0L Seal pllss o @&L\ /d@su}.); sl i (V¥4 slo
S Wl o ol S pmadades mlaw o3 Jals 1y )b 0L o Seal cxtle (Y1) sl
Sladaly (oM 53l S KagS for s 45 il g5 [ Sl ey 5 5 6l 6y 3 5l Wl e

. focus preposing
. dative alternation
.M. M. J. Fernandez-Vest & R. D. Van Valin
. non-Indo-European languages
. discourse particles
. language contacts
. accentual phrase
. intonational phrase

O~NO U, WN -



Voo QL:«-.»U Al BJLQ.«.:«': cr.e_.» ;)}Qcolﬁ‘ uf&bﬂﬁ;b&gb) CJLQJUQA ;AL.L.@/Yf.

Sl S mrs ) Aals 45 me s 3505 o5k OF 4B i) o b ous 3 &l b o g
s Al i b eIl S Ol 0 bl o 2l (0T (S Dl (I3 L o3
ol il e Al a5 gLl a5l b angS OBl 5 oS gLyl mlaw VL L
ol s 525 4SS A8 il e (a8 ) 03 s agS OB %ﬁ.ammﬁ S
WLz ole LB o 1, (KgS Sl s Sl gloates 55 (1448) &S oS el S 0LLS
@LLu_f bgo slaosle w0 jlantl o olsl Jasaais 51 Jy ool o3 8 &1 Jlid o 5 Jlrdany
A (g dsly B 0L e 51 Bl (0FAA) sl ol by ol axstls S
Bl ey

Slacsls o IS Sl U5 ety sla a5 o pd e adalie & sbOles
wd a3y e g 53 s tedS S SAate 25 m aliSl L /s o5 s
oS ed OBl st iy bl e 0L s Slate 2 gdse el Sl sl
53 a5 ol Stk patta QL5 53 oMbl Cilises Jolge 1 ST B pd s 2 (1446)
Fo e b3l ) s, g0 iy e 3 5 &S ] Z}’U;‘ Sl &k Oyl lantl 4 sl
Oyt Clgh 53 L5 s dal o alilyl Laesls ;'/6@;5 (o i £330 0 0313 b 5 Shas
58 parialy b gbeisl g5 oal 5,l8 5 bl ol dal
S ped Bl sl iy Y
il slassle oMbl Cands (55 53 Loy 5 45 ol lsmal bl S el &y ka0
S5 n ol Bl a6y S e ) re Gape S S b ot goltle o Cbls 03 s
bl ay e S IB s Ss JS8 p e 4 1y s 5155 o 5 S SOl bl
O T T A Y o e VAR CN P LRGN SR PN 2
(818 1948 (&S )

5 a0 bl oLl sl e 5 r@pa? PSe Ol 53 5l 4k ol s sl
3 a5 13 ke 53 45 Lae IS 5l slas sazme 3l ol e o)1 Sy S o eslizad 5 5L

Laesl S ol dls a Jod 511 0T Cblies 45 S o (55 0y 5 5 it (5 52w — (5515

1. multiple argument realization
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1) Q: Where did you go last night?
A: | went to the movies.
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3. identifiability
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3. inferentially accessible
4. situationally accessible
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2) Q: Where did you go last night, to the movies or to the restaurant?
A: We went to the restaurant.
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1. predicate-focus structure
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2. argument-focus structure

3. sentence-focus structure
4. adjuncts
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3) a. Devon smeared butter on the toast.
b. Devon smeared the toast with butter.

4) a. Kerry hit the stick against the fence.
b. Kerry hit the fence with the stick.
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1. argument alternation
2. alternating structures
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8) a. Terry swept.
b. Terry swept the floor.
c. Terry swept the leaves into the corner.
d. Terry swept the leaves off the sidewalk.
e. Terry swept the floor clean.
f. Terry swept the leaves into a pile.
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